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Preliminary to the examination of the above-identified application, Applicants wisfato bring 
to the attention of the Examiner the references identified in the following list and on the attached 
form PTO-1449, copies thereof being enclosed herewith. 

U.S. PATENTS 



PATENT NO. 


INVENTOR 


ISSUE DATE 


3,429,854 


Siggel M al. 


February 25, 1969 


3,966,045 


Perdue 


June 29, 1976 


4,734,327 


Vicik 


March 29, 1988 


4,735,855 


Wofford et al. 


April 5, 1988 


4,847,148 


Schirmer 


July 11, 1989 


4,851,290 


Vicik 


July 25, 1989 


4,853,287 


Schirmer 


August 1, 1989 


4,857,408 


Vicik 


August 15, 1989 


4,911,963 


Lustig et al. 


March 27, 1990 


4,935,089 


Schirmer 


June 19, 1990 


5,011,735 


Schirmer 


April 30, 1991 


5,053,259 


Vicik 


October 1, 1991 


5,283,128 


Wilhoit 


February 1, 1994 


5,658,625 


Bradfute et al. 


August 19, 1997 




It is believed that none of the references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest the 
invention claimed. It is Applicants 1 desire, however, to have these references available in the record 
for both the Examiner and the public to see. Applicants, therefore, request that the Examiner 
review the entire disclosure of the above discussed references and other information and make the 
above-described references and other information of record. 

An action on the merits is requested. 
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